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standard must provide that the can-
didate have at least 3 years of special-
ized experience in, or closely related 
to, the field in which the candidate will 
work. At least 1 year of this experience 
must have been in planning and exe-
cuting difficult programs of national 
significance or planning and executing 
specialized programs that show out-
standing attainments in the field of re-
search or consultation. 

(2) Agencies may require that at 
least 1 year of the specialized experi-
ence must be at least equivalent to ex-
perience at GS–15. 

(3) Agencies may require applicants 
to furnish positive evidence that they 
have performed highly creative or out-
standing research where similar abili-
ties are required in the ST position. 

§ 319.302 Individual qualifications. 
Agency heads are delegated author-

ity to approve the qualifications of in-
dividuals appointed to SL and ST posi-
tions. The agency head must determine 
that the individual meets the qualifica-
tions standards for the position to 
which appointed. 

Subpart D—Recruitment and 
Examination 

§ 319.401 Senior-level positions. 
(a) General. SL positions may be in 

either the competitive or excepted 
service. This section only applies to ap-
pointments in the competitive service 
from a civil service register. Reassign-
ments, promotions, transfers, and rein-
statements to SL positions in the com-
petitive service shall be made in ac-
cordance with applicable statutory and 
regulatory provisions. Employment of 
SL employees in the excepted service is 
covered by 5 CFR, part 302. 

(1) Agency heads are delegated au-
thority to recruit and examine appli-
cants for SL positions in the competi-
tive service, establish competitor in-
ventories, and issue certificates of eli-
gibility in conformance with the re-
quirements of this section, other appli-
cable regulations, and statute. 

(2) Agencies shall take such action as 
OPM may require to correct an action 
taken under delegated authority. 

(3) Delegated authority may be ter-
minated or suspended at any time by 

OPM for reasons such as, but not lim-
ited to: 

(i) Evidence of unequal treatment of 
candidates; or 

(ii) Identifiable merit system abuses. 
(b) Recruitment. (1) A recruiting plan, 

with appropriate emphasis on affirma-
tive recruitment, must be developed 
and followed. 

(2) Vacancy announcements must re-
main open for a minimum of 14 cal-
endar days. The closing date may not 
be a nonworkday. 

(3) State Job Service offices must be 
notified of the vacancy in accordance 
with 5 CFR 330.102. Publication in 
OPM’s listing of Senior Executive 
Service and other executive vacancies, 
which is provided the offices, will sat-
isfy this requirement. 

(c) Evaluation and selection. Examina-
tion and selection procedures, and 
rights of applicants, are subject to the 
same provisions in statute and regula-
tion that govern civil service examina-
tions and appointments in general. 

(d) Records. (1) Agencies must main-
tain records sufficient to allow recon-
struction of the merit staffing process. 

(2) Records must be kept for 2 years 
after an appointment, or, if no appoint-
ment is made, for 2 years after the 
closing date of the vacancy announce-
ment. 

§ 319.402 Scientific and professional 
positions. 

(a) ST positions are filled without 
competitive examination under 5 
U.S.C. 3325. 

(b) ST positions are not subject to 
the citizenship requirements in 5 CFR 
part 338, subpart A. Agencies, however, 
must observe any restrictions on the 
employment of noncitizens in applica-
ble appropriations acts. 

(c) ST employees acquire competitive 
status immediately upon appointment. 
They are not required to serve a proba-
tionary or trial period. 
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